
 

 

 
 

eNews: March 2021 
 

In this issue: 

  

A2EF welcomes new members, realLINGUA and RIZZARR!  

Spring Hotlist + Funding: Connect with investors through Renaissance VC UnDemo Day 

eLab's Doug Neal on trends in AI and autonomy 

Get some support and win some prizes for your startup pitch 

 Venture for America Detroit 2021 Job Board Opens in April  

Check out the remaining events happening in celebration of Women's History Month 

BLØM MEADWORKS + A2EF team up for Tech Connections + Cellar Tour (register below!) 

 

 

Founder: Ashley M. Williams, CEO 
Company: RIZZARR 
Stage: Seed 
Date Founded: 2015 
Headcount: 7 
Industry: MediaTech 
 

How to bet on yourself! 

It’s Women's History Month and although the focus is on women, this article is also geared towards men, who play an 

important role in supporting the women in their lives! 

I have two questions to ask you: 

1. If you could be anything, what would you be? 

2. And if you could do anything, what would you do? 

Connecting who it is you aspire to be with what it is you aspire to do is possible. Today, I want to encourage my fellow 

founders of the power you have within you. You can choose to tap into this ability at any time. You can make the switch 

and break free of the limiting beliefs that society or even you have placed upon yourself.  So how can we break free of our 

own limiting beliefs? Here are five pieces of advice from my personal learnings in building Rizzarr... 

 

A2EF Member News 

• Doing well by doing good: realLINGUA and RIZZARR join fellow A2EF members in pledging their startup success 

back to the community! 

https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFg93p_8SV1-WJV7CgJ14N5kwbt6-dSt1W31DCSq22nr4mW3bf2Mb7kTlk2W5GJ5qY3tjS5vN95HZv9ZcDh6W6b79pp5kS5yCW3St18y11YKZ8N1RM6J7-sLz2W1JhX-93YbdG7N5YjWlQ-S3g_W14hVLK8YhyRkW7QyH7G82QzcgW8_50L_8SXNX9W5lgcpP8zl3jtV_pX_c2Whls1W8tfXhW5dN6BgMxL2rkjjL9dW14zbGS6w63WJW8m18tv4W7MRDW5QqBZS8Y0Nf2W99rSXc5HhSX6W46HspP3HyMS232vB1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFgN3p_9rV1-WJV7CgGvxW2JtN1F3H7SgYW6c9dNp1yCyYbW5C7S-_46YkfwVDd1ky7CV9dbW666L_s57mYFrW5vjZns3CMXZ2W3vfs9z2B5MmZW2hv0fH9hbp1NV3p1D137SH9FW8s9Xdl3_SZQ5W4sN-8c8vzVfYW4PMwlZ3Pq83FW7TpQFb27jDsnW1Ngn-F25fnSBW48XcMD70jLtkW97GPyq3xx3bQW7zZfs01ksNRQW3GGFH224CYgRW2rzj3k4gKLZ2VYBXQ45d2cttW2Fvnxd2mjCJdW6M4L514sNTqTW8sQ8ZV81T1cFW2HTkFm456q0GVkGYTk26TNXqW2t-NcY5QFZ7437RP1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFg93p_8SV1-WJV7CgZxYW8Gj-cq2yWTdPW6-YVwh9gzMKFW1XBq266myX2RW1vDw8w660HrMVBk1ZF3y0-d3N5Q8FLmZ2zrfN5qCrghfCcFvVSR4rD2pvwCcW2SRFxc4T5_9VTF5Y25mB6T3W8vkDc25pk-CBN4wtgYrYFkD_W3vXJ466J0ZzVW2Sw-s52kpxPZW5MhJhL1PDp_VW1Kbpc02VXss8W6WZPBk7ZMgNfW7nR9xH4Tt94sVY0h2C4qBC-8W4PZsfd67LgJJW8c9mr37Vk9xDW4D-gqP6Lhwsg3nVd1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFg93p_8SV1-WJV7Cg-W4W1cHW7851N9RzW5QgXQ53rFlKbW75K-kf7nwx6SW8cFbVl3RjGHCW5Y3sK82mrCrKW61qk823hF7b6W6kswqL6rH4kXW72Ts9v4y3DYyW5pqfvQ14yfv7W3_3jMq19dxXjN5sPCL3_mKc2W3nbX8W4zPqs0N44d2fZC3yz2W1f47_73ySV_mW5Tlnnn8HPWNPW2Sk4Nj1s5tKbW8wL7b22_f8RcW5f3Vj4986LHgW3MYslG4Dj2qPW3j8yqY3r4h3mW9kZ9BZ5RnK1xW7xvjBJ1pKBxm36p11


• Fifth Eye receives FDA approval 

• Refraction.ai closes $4.2 million seed round 

• eLab's Doug Neal talks trends in AI and autonomy 

Other News 

• Ann Arbor's Asalyxa Bio raises $2 million 

• Saganworks plans 3D museum, cafe and retail shop 

• University of Michigan fall 2021 semester, in-person resumes 

 

Girls Group 

Girls Group empowers young women to achieve emotional and economic self-sufficiency by ensuring they graduate from 

high school and begin their college or career journeys. Serving 630 young women from middle school through college and 

careers, Girls Group works with approximately 67% of participants in the Ann Arbor Area and 33% in the Ypsilanti area. 

Girls Group develop the academic and emotional skills necessary for future success, planning for college by attending 

college tours, working on applications and essays with Girls Group mentors, and improving their academic performance. 

One of AAACF’s Community Grantmaking grantees from 2018-2020, Girls Group received unrestricted, multi-year grant 

funding to support their work, in addition to program-specific funding in recent years. General operating support grantees 

like Girls Group demonstrate strong leadership & governance, high-quality & impactful programs, and financial strength. 

Want to get involved? Learn more or volunteer at: https://www.girlsgroup.org/ 

 

A2EF + BlØM MEADWORKS: Tech Connections + Cellar "Sessions" 

April 22nd, 12pm - 12:25pm 

Bløm Meadworks (pronounced “bloom”), specializes in session meads and ciders – they’re light, dry, carbonated, and 

remarkably sessionable. They start with the same ingredients as a traditional mead - honey, water and yeast - which 

means all ingredients can be sourced from Michigan. Unlike most meads though, they ferment it like a dry craft cider, so 

the result isn’t nearly as thick or sweet as traditional mead. So, if the word “mead” automatically conjures a drinking hall 

filled with Vikings for you, think of Bløm's as its friendly, approachable descendants, without the pillage and plunder. 

Join us for a special A2EF virtual tasting to explore the raw honey used in meads, plus a selection of three of Bløm's 

session meads and ciders! This is also a great way to support local businesses right now! 

Events around town - thru end of March 

• UofM economists on Washtenaw County's economic outlook 

• Shine & Rise + Emily Reid, Head of Programs at Duo Security, share how individuals can challenge their companies 

to do better with Diversity, Equity and Inclusion at Work 

• 10 Events in Southeast MI to celebrate Women's History Month 

• What do Rosa Parks, Serena Williams and Cynthia Yao have in common? 

• Eastern Michigan University's WHM events 

https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFfV5nxGLV3Zsc37CgLwpW4vm60L3tWWgXW7j38J52dWG6mW6H4yfk58p1lVW4CYK4d36hzVbW9fjJn44QmKJNVvXrCw8rlPDmW51b0qR12DCwKW1b2zDC60tbBxW4KK8NQ6CXzvhW1TBhHM5Dx7xgW4r4vy651fXr6W6B1VHs6JjnXSW2msGTC9kpYksVVvNBD1nyTNsW7Vy-dj8Zt5Q9Mwy3xV8Gj9HW6Nn06N57cC7-W95cqPl8XNnLbW4H5F6z7FnrF8W9jFPDK1W15syN61-x3KHl6yHW6Qy3LT5CN-ccVFFPD09b7s17V4x78V8d_4YlW6SkVRn8jGmFDW1G46_33L4BhJN4l-rDKStyKzN29KQHBL8QzpW6JRv3q3qCdgjVlC5dh9gQ33YV98G0B2ndbPGW2YmKH95y6dhlW4NtCQ687QVb6W1Kzzkd4T883MW2jJdG18Fz36lW2TqbRD11QFjQ39Wm1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFfB5nxGrV3Zsc37CgWxnW3xq6k75V4hd9W41-_288Fr27rW6bH7Xh2FjkrTW9k5fLW8sFXTWW2sGbyq3bPk7tW9015SV12H9ZHW9f_PpS84pYVBW7lc2kz5s8NWzN4wCn3qYQChpW1Qh-WW5CHM55W3cr3FR2Vr3NvW3VjnRQ45xzMCW24_xXP1ZvF-GW8VXMP-7WjKJGW4g_rWw4cv0LCW7WQ3Wr9jkBfnW5h6fdM4v80_VW8QSGPH4sP4ZGW52lw8-6_TRPsW4flx_N5gMj4qN509wY9S0pPRW3VxvKq8hbMzlW2STwV93C7Gp3W1nbQwz3qlSBLVNl36S8K7n5bW2cxnYP3Gy3jdW2tJphq3HGXL2N6jzYXpj7tjZW4s3bnz4hXvLGW5PdwqY3WSMyYW5CzwMS44D9nDW3jC6d96Z90v0W98DT_-4rxJZqW1BdHjs1h5k0n33Lr1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFfh5nxG7V3Zsc37CgVm7W6HXJNQ7Bd7t-W5kslMt2JWnHfW53slQc44Y1XMW6DZCtr3Wl-1PW6l9S058J2120N3X526Ng-9sYW7svvvd6kqYzHW836VYY6-dVmQW6l5_s43ZL-BnW3WfL0X4CWlZGW2hDHcB1Nv2qkW4SH5Gs8zFxmGW6pvH2N38hY2mW4p03sF6nBcTDW6xlY5t1gHTGyVTfwSt2C-k_9W1x21r72fY7ZLW18c9V_5LszLZW3Td8xW1520NxW8Ndw-b5kGDywW8Wyckg5Xs2T_W6ZxHjh6mqPb4W6R4Kk36Xs8-wW9778pF2m8KGRVJTKgr382tkZW2138wN3-gw0HW5yrntN3clFDtW21L-F28jq5jGW4HLsgp5C7zcvW5YDTpY41B7pYW95sRJS5B4NszW6cmw_z1vkP_R3chh1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFg95nxH1V3Zsc37CgW8cW4mVzg62lknvhW5wVR535DBmw0W6FwZgf3M44G8N2K6zszRV-Z6N2Rn0MNvssLWW7MB2Sh6F2CWlVPZ_m_3L5yZVW50d7GR4wQQlQW5Hv3zz70fvWCW2SND937XHG-qW4sPB__46w-FdW2wVbhh9jh79PW1PZKDk6qpQFJN9htl75q2-jSN25rNrRk7Vr-W7Mkz_H4qYj64VH-Dsr5X1rJmW6n-NHQ8J4d3nW31zWbk4cjS8sW5WtxJQ6NGtV-M1G42c_yYrSW6KB_Zf4PHsYlW268sTQ8xPz8zW3mwGWw74fktPW27VjLw4YnbzKW1G7Wmv5gywf5W7HT1v129F_PLW2wwtdH6tQ9HZW6Jpsbj69b9N6N6kRXyb_yRjqW64gCFp14stxVW1k9TM52Bshx8W34kVKw1mgTwMW3JZtFf1pYf61W5Z9Q2c4nmW0PN1N74YkKbL-NW15yXvc8y8d1KW7f4rLn8H9mlm3pxN1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFfV5nxGLV3Zsc37CgNr0N426rqvcM_bvV8g1833xT4DWW3Lr2lm1wz-c4N5h-tGxZ0_BDW3LhMhL5yWbdFW8-nb372LW2fyW3RCL8Q2ZrDRHW4M4jrR6HqDmHW3kQQ3d4tCN05W6fcP3M38dfy0W973wqs2T9FvnW3Tjqr65hnpQlW87fWz65zsxndW4jYzsn4gfrjvW1ymW136ZK2VHW4jr8g04mXDQ4W2HsmrZ2ztDKLW9610Jq7wC-WvW7lFq0p85btZTW5MhRPD9fFrtxW7Vm_L05Kq1RRW322Vjd45ZM30W4H1KRT4-wgj-W54lJyZ2zq_KLW9cJDg16TNF4tW3MDvdH2knvqmMPhVjdYnRGCW3C5V_W646lnSV9gMhp1gzBK6W1hyf625rB_0fW3jmJ0P8k5QZsW1xrNP54y8NbmW5hHYtc4Y640SN3yP6l-dcmJbW5J-m731XlRKWW6p_z_M8jd8LR2Lm1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFfV5nxGLV3Zsc37CgKHyW4xkDHw7g_v5nW68Sc7Z37kPPGW4GJn6Y5L2-w_N4vyxzdzzvhcW8xtnFG70z7GzW5HCNqg4mnp8CW95nNfp50pz1rN47JymMXTQMYVRvCyq6TSX6PW3t4NG41p0CcxW1_LJT_1z598lW2xMkLJ5xpNpmW6CNpXm23Pp7VW1hlKkt4q14Q1W5NYlyb4V7KbZW41_Mhw3w_5r4W9jQwHw2sGWC9W4W9PFY2Sy2Z3W2LyG-p1HGjJ5W5nYw3q3ZDK_WN4kX2rjrd4H_VpJgnc530yNkW7LX9DH6HHc8cW6pq4HG5ZRf32W12VXPt1CfP70V1DMTF7wtRnTW8XVl3j6ShDXfVj1xmt3DTqtQW1y5zPf9dpZTtW8ZfwqQ8n-FvWVDxNHq5skQgQW5r1wBr14H_LbW6x3qKJ6PfllcN5hQd4n2jbjzW1ZHCcs7v_0PpN1sGD_dPWnCj33R11
https://www.girlsgroup.org/
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFh33p_9LV1-WJV7CgDpBW2n9MbD662KbFW3wbPgV72QSzdW8czc2M5DJ4TJW8tFPCL2B0XS8Vs6D3d3_xNzXW6vGHbf6tlW2tW8LPwzS7f5wqzW1Vpctm7thz2qW3TG_lq95SFZrW9g24yt524nTtVH9ZPg2b1TDCW8XsVfs93zPzQW8K1ShX7Y37RzW2VYf2s3gkMf2W1NZWXy3KNRxWW2HjmMF7s97g-W78flT74gTXZgMH_wQn8qqSTW8ZkKVC5kBS2sW5DmY5s5ZqSNDV6Y-6Z374NH2W95K6Sr1FT4LSW4Mspg_2PcGMwW5wvDgg1V18bjW3Rqg4B2rLp9pW5M_zht1DZXFCW4Mck1T6wm8W5W2Wp9X05RdV-j3bqt1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFgN3p_9rV1-WJV7CgMKBN5xXptD9sTM2W5_FLw04TS6YJW5s871c3f4Q_6VhSWrf6vTBRhW39bWNh4j_fmfW2bV9xn30JzbdW16nSvv6kvwXjW5p8ZBh15MXYxW4T6hK31mQqBvW2Nc9cz3mrdk-V_-8D45212mlVd5WDc8s2vlBW7NtRRt1DjgfgN6_T2-v9Q97RW8605Ql5d7Wp1W8twz-w93pJHyVWyBCP3tVX-XW49mvm22kdFdSV1k1gB84wgF5W6FjM9L6LgLyMW6hBdn430Q-GQW4l60Jb4Gg56hW6jQ1XL6mSYSjW1zrLy83J5753W1hr_dz3ktc_tW5D_zyJ7ppgfk3jJM1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFhm3p_b1V1-WJV7CgHhSW1KRVlh73SDgfW14mHLL3cr_Y9VPmFny7q_qCWW3ShM142KHlmFW1DGVlK8CKxg_W5Y5mRk1wthbjW6g0HDx2CpzMTW32WR_z13Zy78N5DS9sTRbBlbW126BMr8SDBVvW4Pw5kC2C73lBW20jJX52_kS1cW2xzQgZ24M0FLW6nK2fL27k99BW7Fg4HZ7-KZYdW2qcBLg5vNjTnW4Z_2-c5DtJz3W5vG4MM6XSY4WW8BDxk83S4FdsN341-vDpKWZdN66jBX9wF8xnW4wm75V4wh_5XW67bRMV56DHPFW4Bg_V22JVZMDW3fbfbH8h4Y1-N2kpgTz58X8-W2lDd-Z1vMCY9W4RXg3q7n2B8QW5vY23M2KTqSRW3vj1MV4RpC9H3dDx1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFgN3p_9rV1-WJV7CgGD4W7fZ3f22K77m0N1kmnKbg-zCJW8QmkJL2kz6KBN45X_v4GT94_W3Kj8gQ2BQKryN4Cz0HClDB7hW4cV1hk5X811RW4z6NbT2NgtlVW9l3Btk38H0KRW5BQc6D7BhZ6YW65-WbR49tLL-W7t2h_H6VvXDfVV0xs55nMYd8W1GY0W_2xBjNQW4Fw9Fb1NlwRvW6T4F1w88fwMrW6t6BV73cwf3mW5fGM1Z2LX9g_W4qtgGn6ym8Z7W7chQFn61hR9ZV7RBl48P7x0nW3X3n3176mMz-N2Y8YND4xc-JW8kQvc51NJgVSN804pqTh-kJlW6_BZZl611Bws3gZl1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFgt3p_97V1-WJV7CgCxhW25dfrz4H3f6_W4tq3sS54FW19W2L9j_c66BT_WW7fz-gt5Ts6dbW1gRVbs2bKCn3F4VzMNrZks9V2FsPD44-QKtW1rgtWC57hYmJW6RsXsz7NxmF0W4NZSfx6vBhC3W1_38Bp785Q6_W4pTb0c96xstxW4_xW_Y9f7KTfW41Lfl02Z0WbfN6C-6p6wRFvvW8mFR7V4NtpyYW3yF_Dq7DK7-GN1h4L3r2D1FLW8CCf148_RpKQV7Pg9P8sm42SW2Fc60_1V0R1SW2_C01x6h63RRW48KZL22R3H6mW1r2YLP2BLsQW398r1


 

• Applications open for eligible startups to be featured on Renaissance's hotlist and meet investors during 

the May 18th UnDemo day event. DEADLINE: 5:00 pm Tuesday, 3/30/21 

• Hire talent with Venture For America  - The VFA job board, Match, is open from April - June and more than 

200 college graduate Fellows will be looking to contribute to the success of high-growth companies. If your 

company is looking to attract young talent with skills in problem-solving, collaboration, and grit, reach out to VFA 

Detroit Director Sarah Craft at sarah.craft@ventureforamerica.org. 

• Washtenaw Community College Pitch@WCC event is open for registrations. Apply to receive funding and 

prizes for your business idea. 

• Starting a tech company, but need some help refining your pitch deck? Check-out the free resources offered by the 

New Enterprise Forum 

 

 

The Ann Arbor Entrepreneurs Fund (A2EF) is a vibrant hub for peer learning and networking that enables local entrepreneurs to turn business 

success into positive community impact. Interested in becoming a member? Please contact us at community@a2ef.org. 

https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFgt3p_97V1-WJV7CgHv1W2P1QGx791RL-W6xz_7w9lqj_sW6-zZTG34hMCMN6P_jbdwZTqJW3LTSzB5xCvpkW3wT3XN1hmHhHW3Ls8wW8MYYRZW42h7sQ4J9Wt0W8bGbgS7fsN-hW1SH6H64nQZphW8dTvJQ6kcpr9W6YDmLc3v0dZyW18wTY21tVLfzW3psSYr6cGVwnW2NP2Ky6VP1NtW5qmdQg50Hg5cW8qCP-C6Jn5pWN4fblkY-MQktW60_ht81jGbmgW80_GSH4fWDxDW5MVL1J1MvHzPW6ng5fH8mrQJrN6tQLXTbxKKwW87qMgG7Lgt4z3nPf1
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFgt3p_97V1-WJV7CgZsWVC8QR53khXMlW724knd74gZllW8X4p871_wqwBW4Yq5Qk3Tr9VrVqK_DS2plcGnW11RC5S6VLg4xW2L_XL98ftrl2W1rMGJw7xJWYlW527h0j5RWYDDW8ryrH14Y5dv3W15cMxF4CLnkLVNwKmj66RLZtW7jztpB69v5lnN9gMf1JgWGWVW1hqkxr8KDW_SW6PCtDJ7C2jl8W7vrg_p422bj9VLwQ6N4lJdqSW41KxKG6Yyf3QVdYbsZ1VRpCLW3JsKFS8CJVZWW90NgYm6Q2f_RW29zKZ6102wPFW7Tzj-_4z5QXX3dtC1
mailto:sarah.craft@ventureforamerica.org
https://email.a2entrepreneursfund.org/e2t/tc/VVMP551-2g4PW7pRv-L7HD2bwW5j5c_V4pwF7JN4WpFhm3p_b1V1-WJV7CgTXlN1BldvHXjZvhVR6gQQ7NzVJnW4LGJ8f7JXT3gVWplXt5jSL60W3Gm--D3l2r4NN2Dsh7CspdKXW2ZQ3_w4JKpdkW4xxcb_8BB4XcN7PJhFql0M3cW4cR0nC684F4WW2xzgcm6Zly4GW66kyDv2NcGFFW71TDBD3_dfLWW31WYbX4S4y-lW3qxM348Gj542W27Yn_8988jLHW8kGP3y9l_8whV9pZg33wysz9W2Dt43w8w41BJW33f9YC691gQ0W2VvL0y45_9qmW7dw76c8_mcHbVSGDc11QRmW7VfvfV51K6ytFW3f0tKM4bP4KnW1pjyyk36GpbQW2cs-4-4hdsm1W687TnG11yZRsN6JSM9NhNXVJW16mF4H2L8Wv538zr1
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